218       ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
Nola, in Italy, to ask a miraculous decision in the case.   About the same time he has to depose another priest in his parada for flagrant conduct.     Other scandals will be found at a later stage.     For many years his theory of a community of goods seemed to work admirably; and as Possidius says he kept no keys, and only demanded an account of the domestic economy once a year, we can well understand it.    He was awakened to suspicion by the public scandal of one of his priests leaving a sum of money at his death.    Then he held an inquiry, and   found   that   most  of his  clerics   paid   little practical   attention   to   their   vow,   or,   at   least, solemn    promise,   of   poverty.      He    thereupon rescinded his rule of ordaining no cleric who would not agree  to live in  common   at   the   episcopal residence;   but   the  culprits  seem   to   have promised  amendment, and   he  renewed   his  unwise regulation.
He seems also to have had not a little trouble in striking the mean between the lofty feeling of detachment from the things of earth and the pressure of its practical claims. There are indications that his congregation and his community frequently grumbled at his lack of zeal in securing gifts and legacies for the Church. On the other